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What is Seder? 
By Rabbi Eric Cohen 

The Seder is a central practice of 
Judaism.  Even today, among the most secular 
of Jews, Passover Seders reign supreme as the 
Jewish experience, sometimes beating out Yom 
Kippur. 

But the Seder marks the beginning of our 
journey as a free people; it does not celebrate 
any milestones we achieved as a free 
people.  Yes, the Seder was wonderful!  And, I 
want to thank everyone who assisted and 
attended!  But we must not forget how the 
Exodus story continues to reverberate in the 
reality of anti-Semitism; in modern day slavery, 
in which we experience the trafficking of human 
beings ð even in New Hampshire; in the lives 
of immigrants and refugees who, just as our 
ancestors, flee violence and persecution in 
other lands. 

On the second Seder night, we begin a sacred 
counting: the Omer.  We begin to count the 50 
days that lead from freedom at shore of the Sea 
of Reeds to the moment we received the Torah 
from Moses on Mount Sinai. Traditionally, each 
day we say a blessing and count one more 
day.  This practice offers us time to reflect on 
what it means to be free. At Mount Sinai, we 
received our mission. It was not enough just to 
escape Pharaoh, and then flee into the wild. 
Freedom is not ñeverything goes.ò  Freedom is 

about becoming our own masters, and this 
requires us to assume responsibilities, to enter 
into covenants, to form relationships.   

Once each year, we commemorate the moment 
when we assumed responsibility for the 
freedom weôve been given, the moment when 
we accepted the Torah.  On Shavuot, it's time to 
again to commit ourselves to the covenant we 
have with each other, with the larger 
communities of which we are part, with our 
people as a whole, with the human race, and 
with the natural world in which we live, and 
which needs our efforts to safe-guard 
it.  Acceptance of the Torah involves all these 
relationships.  Join us for learning about this on 
the evening of Tuesday, May 30 (more details 
forthcoming). 

Shavuot is a time to decide on the actions we 
will take as a free people.  There are Jewish 
organizations which focus on Tikkun Olam, 
repairing the world, with skill, dedication, and 
success.  T'ruah, HIAS, American Jewish World 
Service,  Leket, the Israel Democracy Institute, 
are just a few that deserve our support.  Here in 
Manchester, local charities and advocacy 
groups do their important work, and need our 
involvement.  One of these, ORIS, spoke at our 
community Seder.  
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Every evening over the next seven weeks, we 
are commanded to "count the Omer,ò to mark 
each day we journey from the end of physical 
bondage to a fuller realization of our mission 
here on earth.  As we count, let us consider: 
how will we live up to our responsibilities as 
free people? 

 

 

 

COME LAUGH WITH US! 
By Joy Sydney 

Join us at Manchester's Temple Israel for an 
evening of laughter, entertainment, dinner and 
friendship at our 9th ANNUAL COMEDY NIGHT 
featuring the acclaimed and very funny 
JESSICA KIRSON and  DANNY COHEN. 

Jessica, our headliner, has appeared several 
times on Jay Leno, The View, The Last Comic 
Standing and Comedy Central.  

 

Danny, our opening act, has received rave 
reviews for his performances and recently 
appeared on Comedy Central.  

 

These comedians are sure to deliver an 
exceptionally funny and entertaining show. Our 
own Michael Sydney will once again be our 
charming and witty emcee. 

The laughter and conviviality begin on 
Thursday, June 8th at 6:00 p.m. at Temple 
Israel, Manchester.  The event, catered by The 
Butcherie of Brookline, MA, will also feature a 
Live Auction. 

Tickets ($60 each) can be purchased by mailing 
a check to TEMPLE ISRAEL, 66 Salmon Street, 
Manchester, NH 03104. 

For more information, don't hesitate to call 
Christine at the Temple office (603) 622-6171. 

CAN'T WAIT TO SEE YOU THERE! 

tel:%28603%29%20622-6171
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MEMORIAL TZEDAK 

Marion & Seth Eisen in memory of Lillian Gruber 
Barbara Hania in memory of her husband Georges Hania 
Renee Brenner in memory of her father, Samuel Sidman 

Carol & Bob Sternberg in memory of Herbert Paul Kaplan 
Celine Belanger in memory of Georges Hania 

Bob Smith in memory of Lillian Smith 
Judi & Bill Kennedy in memory of Mark Winthrop 

Jayson Levine in memory of Nathan Levine 
Michele Plotkin in memory of Esther Dovner 
Arlene Alpert in memory of Nathan Levine 

Lillian Koocher in memory of Nathan Koocher 
Rachel Russell in memory of Miriam Edelman 
Debbie Manning in memory of Herbert Hirsch 

Eileen Kope in memory of Mchael & Leonard Chitister 

BRAVERMAN CHANUKAH FUND 

Ruth & Alex Eisman in memory of Steven Novak 
Joy & Michael Sydney in memory of Steven Novak 

Renee Brenner in memory of Steven Novak 
Arlene Fishbein & Leon Cornell in memory of Steven Novak 

Mary Ellen Ianzito in memory of Steven Novak 
Howard Gross in memory of Steven Novak 

Loretta & Ernest Greenberg in memory of Steven Novak 
Belle Rita Novak in memory of Steven Novak 
Lillian Koocher in memory of Steven Novak 

Andrea & Gary Abramowitz in memory of Steven Novak 
Albert Alter in memory of Steven Novak 
Bruce Alter in memory of Steven Novak 

Arlene & Marvin Berman in memory of Steven Novak 
Paula & Leland Bradbard in memory of Steven Novak 

Nancy & Bruce Dorner in memory of Steven Novak 
Liz & Larry Eckman in memory of Steven Novak 

Rita Granitz in memory of Steven Novak 
Judith Jolton in memory of Steven Novak 
Carol Krensky in memory of Steven Novak 

Ivy Beth Levine in memory of Steven Novak 
Janet & Joe Shanksy in memory of Steven Novak 
Bernice & Saul Taube in memory of Steven Novak 

Kathy & Philip Andrews in memory of Steven Novak 
Muriel & Edward Board in memory of Steven Novak 

Karen & Robert Platt in memory of Steven Novak 
Debbie & John Romig in memory of Steven Novak 

Ethel Rubinstein in memory of Steven Novak 
David Rutzke in memory of Steven Novak 

Joni Taube & Eliot Sirkin in memory of Steven Novak 
Robert Smith in memory of Steven Novak 

Carol Pressman in memory of Steven Novak 
Ben & Susan Frank Family in memory of Steven Novak 

Carol & Bob Sternberg in memory of Steven Novak 
Milton Novak in memory of Diana Braverman 

Penny & Kenneth McKay in memory of Steven Novak 

MANDELL TORAH FUND 

Bunny Golder in memory of Maurice Mandell 
Carol & Bob Sternberg in honor of Alyssa Hunt 

SINGER FAMILY FUND 

Joy & Michael Sydney in memory of Karen Shepler 
Ivy Levine in memory of Jordan Singer 

Shelley & Joel Spierer in memory of Jordan Singer 
Rochelle & Gary Lindner in memory of Jordan Singer 

TAUBE KIDDUSH FUND 

Ken Cohn in memory of his mother, Sylvia Cohen 
Deane & Irving Taube in memory of Dora Taube 

Charlotte & Harold Gross Hebrew School Fund 

Charlotte & Harold Gross in memory of Marc Onigman 
Charlotte & Harold Gross in memory of Jordan Singer 
Charlotte & Harold Gross in memory of Steven Novak 

 

YAHRZEITS ï MAY 2017 
Iyar 5-- Sivan 6 

Iyar 6 2 Paul Fessel 
  William Gilman 
  Samuel Gruber 
  Harry Spierer 
Iyar 7 3 Sylvia Cohen 
  Samuel Margolis 
Iyar 8 4 Abraham Boyarsky 
  Larry Brenner 
  Bertha Ruth Cohen 
  Rose Eckman 
  Miriam Edelman 
Iyar 9 5 Mary Cohen 
  Benjamin White 
Iyar 10 6 Seymour Jacobs 
  Helen Mushlin 
  Rose Mushlin 
Iyar 11 7 Ethyl Riter DiNitto 
  Ida Resnick 
Iyar 12 8 Esther Dovner 
  Estee Sidman Holop 
Iyar 13 9 Jay Brian Cagan 
  Catherine Gruber Sherman 
  Florence Klein 
  Benjamin Winneg 
Iyar 14 10 Fannie Firestone 
  Abraham Savan 
Iyar 15 11 Leonard Chitister 
  Fannie Leifer 
  Albert Mandel 
Iyar 16 12 Mark Winthrop 
Iyar 17 13 Morris Mushlin 
Iyar 18 14 Sonia Ekman 
  Dolores Schill 
Iyar 19 15 Estelle Citron 
  Leah Goodman 
Iyar 20 16 Philip Dickstein 
  Charles Myers 
  Benjamin Shapiro 
Iyar 21 17 Edith Rosenblum 
  Louis Spector 
Iyar 22 18 Bessie Krieger 
  Barnard Novak 
  Samuel I. Slosberg 
Iyar 24 20 Albert B. Cohen 
  Alvan Saxe 
  Sarah Stein 
Iyar 27 23 Rose Kabatznick 
  Hyman Lewis 
  Louis Rosenblum 
Iyar 29 25 Clarence Fleet 
  Pearl Siegal 
  Irving Wallin 
Sivan 1 26 Henoch Bialoglowski 
  Joseph Braverman 
  Minnie Rabinovitz 
  Henry Rubinsky 
Sivan 3 28 Herman Nusenoff 
Sivan 4 29 Henry Koocher 
Sivan 5 30 Oswald Hausknecht 
  Sara Hausknecht 
Sivan 6 31 Dorothy Higer 
  Marilyn Koocher 
  Richard Schubert 
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YAHRZEITS ï JUNE 2017 
Sivan 7 - Tammuz 6 

Sivan 7 1 Louis Goodman 
  Edward R. Kaplan 
  Adele M. Siegel 
Sivan 8 2 Shirley Darling 
  Harold Marvin Katz 
  Bertha Perlman 
  Fanny Waldman 
Sivan 11 5 Kenneth Braverman 
  Sadie Bresnick 
  Sylvia Milden 
Sivan 12 6 Edith Mandell 
  Hyman Novak 
  Sylvia Novak 
Sivan 13 7 Herbert Carlin 
  Lena Ekman 
  Frome L. Feldman 
  Joseph Leifer 
  Sumner Lewis 
  Edith Novak 
  John Rand-Dyke 
  Arno Schreier 
Sivan 14 8 Esther Baller Cohen 
  Sidney Golder 
  Leonard Itzkowitz 
  Gerald Kaufman 
  Rose E. Levine 
Sivan 15 9 John Cohen 
  Bella Kovitz 
  Jim McAdoo 
  Mary Tolman 
Sivan 16 10 Shirley Lindner 
  Dora Mallin 
  Dina Unikel 
Sivan 17 11 Alex Leifer 
Sivan 18 12 Gwendolyn Eckman 
  Sarah Plotkin 
  Nathan Rosenstein 
Sivan 19 13 Augusta Goldberg 
  Irving Weiner 
Sivan 20 14 Shirley Brown 
  Marcia Rosen 
Sivan 21 15 Jacob Spector 
Sivan 22 16 Jacob Kniager 
  Edward Jacob Metz 
  Rose Winthrop (Kramer) 
Sivan 23 17 George Eckman 
  Simon Messenger 
Sivan 24 18 Melvin Alterman 
Sivan 25 19 Hyman Cagen 
Sivan 26 20 Solomon Gross 
  Eva Koocher 
  Myer S. Slosberg 
Sivan 27 21 Rose Davis 
  Miriam Kohl 
  Martha Winneg 
Sivan 28 22 Hyman Smith 
Sivan 29 23 Alec Sasha Garon 
  Edward Koocher 
  Mollie Singer 
Tammuz 1 25 Dorrine Silberberg 
  Edith Steinberg 
Tammuz 2 26 Peter Greiner 
  Ida Tabachnick 
  Jeanette Tillman 

YAHRZEITS ï JUNE 2017 
Sivan 7 - Tammuz 6 

  Dora Weiner 
Tammuz 4 28 Hyman Eckman 
  Samuel Silver 
Tammuz 5 29 Rubin Brenner 
  Benjamin Dzick 
  Joseph Ekman 
  Selwyn Ekman 
  Bessie Kaplan 
  Efroim Stock 
Tammuz 6 30 Sophie Holtzman 
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